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Butterflies are realtime bio-indicators of a healthy environment and a healthy ecosystem. In Tamilnadu, the forest cover stands at 17.59% as of

2015 and over 323 species of butterflies were recorded during the British era. Our current recorded species is 312 out of which around 32 are

endemic and these are spread out across different habitats of the state mainly in the Western and the Eastern Ghats. 'Butterflies of Tamilnadu'
is the maiden effort by Tamilnadu Forest Department in association with Act for Butterflies.

We need butterflies more than they need us.

Lt them fly!

Scanned with CamScanner



BUTTERFLIES OF TAMIL NADU




BUTTERFLIES OF TAMIL NADU

Pukblished April 2018

TAMILNADU FOREST DEPARTMENT

In association with ACT FOR BUTTERFLIES
Authors:

Mahan Prasath. P

Satheesh, N

Copyright: Tamil Nadu Forest Department and Act for Butterflie
blication may be repraduce
ing photocopying. recerding, taping ar informatian storage or retrieval systen

All rights reserved. No part of this p

Butterflies

Published by:
Tamil Nadu Fores
District Farest G
Cantonment
Tiruchirappalli - 620 001

Department
ffice

Contact
Tamil Nadu Forest Department: dfotry

Printed by
Hitech Universal Printers & Publishers (1) Pvt Ltd.,

Senthaoor Nagar, Mylampatty Post, Coimbatere - 641 062

Frant Cover : Comman Cnux (Heraga enyx) - V.K.Chandrase

Back Caver

Common Pierrot (Castaitns rosimon) - Firas AR

Orange Awlet (Burara harisa) - Mahanprasath.P

Marman (Papilio polymmestor) - Jeevan Jose
man Jezebel (Defias encharis) - M .Siva kumar

Blue Qakleaf (Kallina horsfieldsi) - K.G.Gauthaman

ymail.com ; nsathees
Act for Butterflies: butterfliesoftamilnadu@gmail.com; mohan@ae

kharan

net.org

(58]

in any form or by any means- photographic. electronic ar mechanical, includ-
s- without permission of the Tan

Scanned with CamScanner

| Nadu Ferest Department and Act far



About the Book

Butterflies are real time bio-indicators of a healthy environment and a healthy ecosystem. Areas rich in butterflies are generally rich in other
invertebrates and they provide a wide range of environmental benefits including healthy pollination. A world without these pollinators will not survive,
and over 75% percent of our flowering plants rely on bees and butterflies with the rest carried out by other insects such as wasps, flies, moths,
beetles, etc along with birds and bats which also help move pollen from one plant to another. Bees & butterflies are the most important pollinators and

undoubtedly have a major role in saving our native plants which directly increase forest cover.

In Tamil Nadu, the forest cover stands at 17.59% as of 2015 and over 323 species of butterflies were recorded during the British era. Our current
recorded species is 312 out of which around 32 are endemic and these are spread out across different habitats of the State mainly in the Western and
Eastern Ghats.

Out of over 1000 native larval host and nectar plants out of which a few are endemic to support these beautiful creations of Nature. A Few noted
endemic @ scheduled such as: Crimson Rose, Tamil Catseye, Nilgiri Clouded Yellow, Nilgiri Grass yellow, Malabar Banded Peacock, Malabar Tree
Nymph, Palni Four Ring and Blue Oakleaf.

Butterflies of Tamil Nadu is the maiden effort by Tamil Nadu Forest Department (TNFD) in association with ‘Act for Butterflies’, the Environment
Arm of the Registered NGO - ACT.

Highlights of the book:

1. The first book from Tamil Nadu Forest Department covering 312+ Species with Tamil Name.
2. Advanced Digital QR Technology used and directly linked to top Butterfly Database.

3. Guide to 32 important butterfly hotspots of Tamil Nadu with map.

4. Pictorial field guide for beginners.

w

: Basic Guide for butterfly conservation.
Butterflies are widely used by ecologists to study healthy environment and the impact of habitat loss, fragmentation and climate change.

We wish you a pleasurable reading.
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When the spirit of nature touches us, our hearts turn into a butterfly! - Mehmet Murat ildan

Butterflies have always been considered as the epitome of beauty and grace. They not enly brighten up cur world but

out butterflies. Tc watch a pretty butterfly flutter its

also remind us the fleeting nature of life. Poets have waxed eloguently

wings and settle down an a flower to drink its nectar is a sight of pure joy to us. Scientifically speaking, the butterfly plays an

npartant role in our ecasystem: hence it is significant to preserve and sustain these beautiful creatures. They are indicators of
a healthy enviranment. Unfartunately, the human-induced loss of natural habitats rings the death of knell of butterflies along

vith other species.

This wanderful boak highlights various fascinating features of the species of butterflies that exist in the state of Tamil
Nadu. Through learning about butterflies and their ecolagy. we can still hape to reverse the trend of nature lass. Spreading

at contribution to nature conservatior

awareness of these beautiful insectsis of g

This book is a must-read for the scientiflcally-inclined, as well as for anyore who has a deep concern for conserving nature and protecting the en-
demic species and their habitats. My special words of appreciation for the efferts of the Editorial Team. Tamil Nadu Forest Department. and to all who

s will be

d directly or indirectly in bringing cut this invaluable book. It is hoped that many such bock

%]

blished in future to erlighten the

have contrib

public about the importance of nature conservation

- Dr. H. BASAVARAIJU IFS

Principal Chief Conservator of Forest and Head of the Department
PCCF Office

Panagal Building, Saidapet,

Chennai- 600 015
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The butterfly counts not months but moments, and has time enough! - Rabindranath Tagore

The most striking and enchanting nature of the fellow creatures that share this world with us, butterflies are close to our
hearts. They bring joy to us and also form an integral part of nature. From the point of view of survival of life on earth, itisa
matter of great importance that these fragile ereatures are capable of warning us of the threats to our environment. Habitat
loss and chemical pollution of the elements have taken many to the verge of extinction: many might be already extinet. By
learning about butterflies and their role in the larger drama of life, we not only understand the world around us better but it

would also compel us to act for nature conservation.

The book on Butterflies of Tamil Nadu would greatly enhance public interest, scientists and students of nature involved
in the study of insects. It is a laudable effort to bring out a book on these special, colorful ereatures about which we can
read at leisure in our coffee table. The high quality photographs and informative text in the book would contribute greatly to the popularization of

Lepidopeterology - the branch of science that studies butterflies and moths. My best wishes to the creators of this masterpiece.

- Mr. T. P.RAGHUNATH IFS

Principal Chief Conservator of Forest and Chief Wildlife Warden
PCCF Office

Panagal Building, Saidapet,

Chennai - 600 015
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What caterpillar calls the end of the world, the Master calls a butterfly! - Richard Bach.

We live in an era of unprecedented, catastrophic changes in nature. Climate change, man-induced natural calamities,
habitat destruction and pollution of air and water have created irreversible changes in our environment. The soil is poisoned
and fo over the C dly decreasing. Increasing human populatior uncontrolled exploitation of natural
resources threaten the very survival of life forms. The fundamental reason for all this is the alienation of mankind from his
environment. We have lost respect for nature, we do not love and care for our fellow-beings. This alienation is due to our

ignorance of our natural world. So, it is highly vital that we educate people about nature conservation. The best path to this

is through introc

1g different animal lives that share Earth with us. Butterflies and moths are some of the most bea

o

of them.

Character and Beauty are two things that add value to a human being. It is a fact that the two are built only in times of great adversity. A calm,
routine life doesn't speak of anything greatly achieved! While the Cate ar has to fight its v out of its own cocoon flying out in unimaginable

combination of spots and colors, the enchanting butterfly has to wing its way to the s of a wild rock, a shrub, a tree or a stone near a rivulet

avoiding the bewitched eyes and hands of the onlookers.

There are appt 20,0( e of butterflies in the world. But there are still many thousands of butterflies and moths und red or
undescribed by scientists. India, with its tropical climate and a variety of land: s attracts a substantial species of butterflies particu during the
ason. The biodiversity hotpots include the Western Ghats, the Himalayan ra and the hilly rar bordering Myanmar. Brigadier W

Harry Evans identified nearly 1439 species in British India.

Tamil Nadu is home to more than 300 species of butterflies. With Western Ghats Mountains on one side and the Eastern Ghats on the other, our
repertoire is rich. Act for Butterflies and the Forest artment of Tamil Nadu deserve to be lauded for their great effort in publishing this book with
excellent illustrations and information. | am sure the book will contribute to the conservation efforts of the Department as well as nature lovers of Tamil

Nadu. |look forward to many more publ ms of this Rind.

- Mr. P.C. TYAGI IFS
cipal Chief Conservator of Forest and Chief Wildlife Warden

ffice, Panagal Building, Saidapet, Chenmai - 60
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TAMILNADU FOREST DEPARTMENT

1. kms under for

under the National Fores

e State has

ub forests. Invaluable tr lif ndal, Tes od Giant Squirrel
and numerous rare species of fauna and innumerable sy s are found in the forests of the State.
Tamil Nadu therefore, has adopted a compelling vision to inspire people to protect wilderness, the ecolog diversity and species richne

Nadu State Forest Act, 1882, The Wildlife Protection Act, Forest Conservation Act, 1¢ and a host of regulations formulated under these Acts

are being implemented by the Forest Department. Adhering to the best scientific principles and accommodating traditional knowl

omically and ecologically sound paradigms for ma g forests and wildlife have been incorp 2d in the management s

Forest Department.

sts, its flora and fauna.
tem is like a pyramid with
st Ranger Officer, District Forest Officer/Wildlife Warden/

tor and Principal rvator at the

beautiful insects will thereby definitely thr
light on impact of Climate Change as the life of a Butterfly, its breeding, nectaring and behavior is directly in sync with the

diversity and quality of the habitat.

The Butterflies of Tamil Nadu is the first publication of its Rind from TNFD. This book contains around :

with relevant information from across State.

We believe this book should inspire many people to watch, record, and conserve butterflies.

8

Scanned with CamScanner



Tropical Butterfly Conservatory, Tiruchirappalli

Tropical
Buttorfey
Conservalory
Tiruchirappalli

will improve our whole environment for wildlife and enrich the lives of people

neral public. Themission

ongst the people and to help them understz fly eco its importance. The Conservatory

will also help to interpret and conserve the biological diversity of Tiruchirappalli district along /E iatives and environmental education.

am in the Upper Anicut Reserve Forest covering over 27 acres. The Butterfly Park consists of an outdoor conservatory,

. a Nakshatravanam and a R anam. |t also have breeding lab for non-schedt species, an open air theatre, a plant nur
shade houses, ponds and fountains, models and sigr ‘s along with a children infotainment park and an eco-shop. The conservatory has 98 species
of butterflies and 298 species of plants of the plants are larval host plants, nectar plants for butterflies providing them with the sustenance they

need.

Mr. N. Satheesh IFS
TROPICAL BUTTERFLY CONSERVATORY

Scanned with CamScanner



ACT FOR BUTTERFLIES

Actfor Butterfliesisaninitiative of Aeon Charitable Trust (ACT), anenvironmental NGO in Tamil Nadu. We have
been working for over a decade to promote environmental awareness about India’'s most pressing environmental /'\ t for
problems. We started the systematic documentation of butterflies in the state in 2012. We continue to conduct e Sl x
butterfly-related pr ' C [-’~ itterflies

Butterfly Walk in Ko
August 2015 - Butterfly Walk in T8 )¢ ed 138 butterfly species
September 2016 - Annual Butterfly Survey at Pachamalai Hills. Valid )5 spec nd recorded Emigrants
migration from Pachamalai hills to the plains.

ed from all over Tamil Nadu and neighboring

June - Dece
June 20

July " d leserve Forest with 42 member:
February 2018 - First offi SYs : ey was conducted in Coimbs t with 7
ted and contributed 197 butterfly species, : f part of the survey: Butterfly Re

and Photography contest was conducted and given &
aging more and more butterfly
gave this opportunity to work on Butterflies of

e us to work on the book. We have tried to
nd capturing these flying angels through

; tching which would eventually
lead into the cc s can strive for a greener plane
all |

We need butterflies more than they need us.

Let them fly!
Mohanprasath.P
Act for Butterflies
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EXPERT VIEW

| am truly delighted to see that the Tamil Nadu Forest Department in association with the Act for Butterflies have
together put efforts to bring out this excellent book on butterflies seen in Tamil Nadu. This is really a very healthy §
beginning to see that the younger generation of Tamil Nadu taking keen interest to study and protect their natural
heritage. Now we are witnessing a renewed interest in studying insects like butterflies, moths and dragonflies all over |

India, and | am glad that the Tamil Nadu Forest Department along with Act for Butterflies has taken a good lead in this

pursuit.

Tamil Nadu has around 323 species of butterflies seen across the different habitats ranging from wet evergreen forests to moist deciduous,
dry deciduous, sholas, grass lands and scrub forests. These habitats have some endemic species like the Nilgiri Clouded Yellow, Southern Birdwing,

Malabar Banded Peacock, Nilgiri Tit and several more. In this book 320 butterfly species are described with colour photographs.

| am sure this book will draw attention towards the need to conserve and protect such habitats which has a rich biodiversity of fauna, including
insects. India is one of the 12-mega diverse countries of the world, and Western Ghats is one of the hotspots for butterflies too. Butterflies like other

wildlife are protected under the Wildlife Protection Act of India, 1972

| must congratulate both the Tamil Nadu Forest Department and the Act for Butterflies for bringing out such an excellent book on nature’s flying
jewels. After reading this book, people are surely going to fall in love with nature. And once they start appreciating nature, they will surely strive hard

to protect nature, which is now the need of the hour.

Isaac KehimRar,
Deputy Director (Natural History), BNHS
Joint Editor, Hornbill magazine, BNHS
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EXPERT VIEW

I am extremely happy to give the foreword to the book on BUTTERFLIES OF TAMIL NADU

Though designed as a coffee table book, it willenthuse allnature lovers by its beauty, namely the images. Images were contributed

both by doyens like Kalesh Sadasivan and many amateur photographers. Visuals convey many things that words cannot and this

book typifies it. It speaks volumes and volumes on the features of butterflies without the aid of words. | compliment the authors for
bringing out a region-specific book and the sponsors, the Forest Department for supporting this venture. | wish and trust that such sponsorship may

come for books on other faunal volumes also

Dr. K. GUNATHILAGARA]
Butterfly Expert

Butterflies attract everyone. Due to their close association with the larval food plants, butterflies of an area indicate the diversity

and richness of plant community as well. | am happy to see this wonderful Coffee Table book, a visual treat to all. This is a great

attempt by the authors which will promote the love for butterflies to many more nature lovers in the coming years.

This book comes up with the first authentic comprehensive checklist of Butterflies of Tamilnadu. An excellent photograph of ‘
320 species of butterflies of Tamil Nadu is the highlight. The authors have meticulously added many scientific details also to it.

Another unique highlight of this book is the inclusion of hotspots of Butterflies in Tamil Nadu - information not available anywhere else at present.

This book is going to help all butterfly lovers and naturalists, who are interested in the butterflies of Tamil Nadu. | congratulate the authors of

Butterflies of Tamilnadu, Act for Butterflies and Tamil Nadu Forest Department for coming up with this excellent work.

Dr. P. Pramod
Principal Scientist
Salim Ali Centre for Ornithology @ Natural History, Coimbatore
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About the Authors

P. Mohanprasath is a Pro onal Psychiatric Social Worker, he was completed his PG- Master of al Work and
Specialized in Medical @ Psychiatry. He is a Butterflier, Birder, Photographer and Trekker. His interest in Nature & Society:
he started a NGO: Aeon charitable Trust in 11.11.2011. As a part of Project Butterflies, he started a group called Act for
Butterflies and documenting Butterflies in Tamilnadu outh India for the last 7 years. His keen interest on teaching and

children, he started educatir hools, colleges and common public on Butterflies and various nature related topics. He has

been a member and core committee member in Salim Ali Naturalist Forum (SANF- SACON) from 2004 onwards. He ¢

completed NCC Officer Lieutenant - Training in Officer ining emy, Kamptee. Very recently he \ gnized &

ith Active C sk \rigauto International organ oy Shanthi Ashram.

rking as District Forest Officer
Coimbatore District. He is a Post graduate in Forestry from Tamilnadu Agricultu University, Coimbatore. He has
demonstrated his idemic excellence by winning a gold medal in the university. He has also b 2d a medal in Wildlife
on Prey predator relationship study
| Perspective and the human dimensic
a District Fores 1 at Gudalur,

Trichy. Tropical Butterfly Conservatory (Butterfly Park) at Srirangam, Trichy.is his major contribution.
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INTRODUCTION

Butterflies are beautiful creatures of nature ) 3s pollinator. Butterflies are
found all over the world. There ar : ) species worldwi ies and moths are
jed insects that belong to the order Lepidotera. The name Lepidoptera comes from the Greek lepis
meani ale and pteron meaning wing. The wing colours and patterns are made up of thousands of
e small dust-like scales. Butterflies vary from small to large sized, brightly coloured and ha

icuous, fluttering flight.

Butterflies development is y related to the evolution aof flc ing plants since both adult
butterflies and caterpillars feed on food plants. There is an evidence from the five stunning amber
specimens in 2004 that suggests it is possible butterflies may have even fluttered around the heads of dinosaurs, which

“It was just incredible Voltinia dramba’s, their closest relative (Voltinia danforthi- Ancient Metalmark) are no

India has extremely diverse terrain, climate and vegetation, which comprises extremes of heat and cold, desert and jungle, of low-lying plains

and the highest mountains, of dryness and dampness, islands and continental are ying flora, and sharply marked s ns. India forms a
large part of the Indo-Malayan bio g ‘aphical zone; many of the floral and faun sh v \ 1 being unique to the
Indian sub-region. Accordinglu, India’s dive anc ied fauna include a rich variety

approximately 1

of the area formir

the tentative che

Yapilionic Yferi Numphalidae, nidae (Riodinidae s a part of Lycaenidae) and

lly have a four stage life cyc { aterpillar - Pupae - Adult). Some but ) in the tropics, have

many generations inat . while others have only one, and a few that live in cold regions may take a fe s 1o pass whole life cycle.

Butterfl e often have different forms (polyn i), and many species make use of camouflage, C arning signals (aposematism)

ape from predatc some, like the Monarch and the Painted Lady, migrate over long distan ome butterflies have parasitoidal relationships
including protc flies, an ol SOTY Ju se in their larval es the

ortree

16
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ANATOMY OF A BUTTERFLY

Butterfli

are found all over the

are beautiful creatures of nature

ld. There are approximately spe

and moths are jed insects that belong to the or

comes from the Greek lepis meanin

patterns are made up of thousands of these small dust-like scales. Butterfl

to large ¢ 1, brightly coloured and a conspicuous, fluttering flight.

Butterflies development is cl related to the evolution of flowering
both adult butterflie 1 on food plants. There is an ¢

stumm amber sp ble butterflies may h
fluttered ¢

incredible

India has extremely di\

and the highest mountains, of dryness and dampness, islands and continental ar

large part of the Indo-

jraphical zone; many of the

dingly, India’s diver 1d
9 species of butterfly from British India. including

art of India proper, and the number of specie
the tentative check-list are prepared for Tamil Nadu for their occurrence.
Butterflies are g amilie

uped into Papilionidae, Pieridae, Nymphalidae,

riidae. Butterflies typically have a four stage life cycles (E
jenerations in a ye hile others have onl\

Butterf]

one, and a few that live in cold re

ften have different forms (polyn and many species make L
scape fram predato me, like the Monarch and the Painted Lady, migra
ans, flies, ants, and other invertebrates. Some speci
other species are agents of pollination of some plant:

listic.
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Lepidotera. The name Lepidoptera

ale and pteron meaning wing. The wing colours and

idence from the five

o5 extremes of hea
s, widely varying

oral and faunal forms show

ied fauna include a rich variety of butterflie

>ylon and Burma. After 19

dropped to an estimated 13

erpillar - Pupae - Adult). Some butterfli

ithgreatimportanceas pollinator. Butterfl

Antenna

orldwide. Butterf]

Compound
€ye

vary from small

Thorax

plants since

Legs-underside
(4 long, 2 short)
even

just

‘R) are now

and jungle, of low-lying plains

and sharply marked seasons. India forms a

Jan affinities with some taxa being unique to the
dier William Har

. the rise of several new nations led to a reduction

dmoths. Brig y Evans recorded

Tamil Nadu is home to 323 plus species and

nidae (Riodinidae is treated as a part of Lycaenidae) and

especially in the tropics, have
take a few | s through their whole life

)sematism)

pest t

terpillars of most specic
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BUTTERFLY FAC

Antarctica is the only continent on which no Lepidoptera have been found.

A butterfly tongue is called as prob
from damp patches. Others may drink the liquid from de

Butterflies are able to see light wavelengths from
that we are unable to see. Humans can see only 45(
Butterflies can fly up to 30 miles per hours: Skippers have the fastest wing beats. Their wings were
audibly at a rate of about 20 beats per se
Butterflies cannot fly if their body temperature is less than 86 °C/ 55 °F (Fahrenheit)
Butterflies don’t have lungs, but breath through openings on the domen called spi
spots in abdomen).

Butterflies have chemoreceptors at the ends of their antennas and on the bottoms of their feet, they

helps butterfly to smell and Feel. Butterflies can't hear, but they can feel vibrations,

'‘Fa Ty
< o
Butterflies live from a few ¢ r maximum. Some butterflies hit during the winter in f_t 2 >

.

caves, under side houses, and other safe places. .
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BUTTERFLY FACT

age, to ab:

ning, and inn

: these s

responsible for There can be

wing surface, g

For protection, different butterflies use different defense mechanisms: camouflage, bad taste and
smell, mimic the look of those spots terrible. Some caterpillars even ha yots that make them

look like st

In some butterfly larvae (especially of blues), tentacular organs secrete a sugar-rich solution that
attracts ants to etion. Ants in return tend to help caterpi ofe tect them

variety of natural pr

1 butterflies fly long distance o 00 miles fr

Southern Bird wing is the largest Indian butterfly wing span is 190mm and Grz

Indian butterfly wing span is 12mm in
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BUTTERFLIES & MOTHS

Active during the day (c Active at night (nocturnal)

Bright Colour Dull Colours
rest together and uprig Wings rest at their sides
d or Pointed Antennae
Thick body

There are some exceptions
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FAMILY TREE

Swallowtails (Family Papilionidae)

Whites and Yellows (FamilyPieridae)
g e butterfli e

istinct subfamilies orange are prominent
lled as Brus ) ' Fo sted butterfli
duller rer : dle . The si

dung. Non nectz ding butterflies o
C selong to thi nily g

Blues (Family Lycaenidae)

1all to medium
and close to the ground. La
s o the res
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Swallowtails - Family Papi

lowtails are large, colorful and attractive butterflies of the family Papilionidae, and include over orldwide. Though the majority
of them are tropical, members of the family inhabit all continents except Antarctica. 107 species have been recorded in India of which 19 are found in

Tamil Nadu. Papilionidae is the smallest family of butterflies

ed on the forked shape of its hind win
{aiser-i-Hind, Bhutan Glory, Peacocks, Apollos
among st butterfly in the world. Queen Alexandra’s Birdwing. (wir
India and the State Butterfly of Karnataka (wing span 190mm) are also Swe

tern Ghats. Another b tiful species, the Blue Mormon, is the second le

Swallowtails have many distinctive features: for example, most Swallowtails lay eggs in tender shoots. Eggs are spherical, broad, smooth or pitted
and lay singly except in the of M r Banded Swallowtail and Lime Butterfly. The Papilionidae caterpillar has a repugnatorial organ called the
Osmeterium on its prothorax. The osmeterium normally remains hidden, but when threatened, it everts outward and emits a pungent smell, mainly
1o repulse ants, parasitic and flies. The caterpillar is spindle-shaped, blunt ended with large head. The pupae are variable in shs
and supported head upwards by tail hooks. Adults of some species practise Batesian mimicry, a behaviour in which the butterfly’

resembles that of species distasteful to predators.

Scanned with CamScanner



Southern Bluebottle - fion shimLamsH

Graphiam feredon 18 & beautiful butterfly found in all
types of forests, at altitudes ranging 0-1400m
The blue-green triangular wing is distinetive. [t is
very active and keeps fluttering around ﬂowers
for nectaring and is often seen mud-pu
riverbeds in large numbers.

Common

80-90 mm

Milinsa tomentisa
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Five-bar Swordtail - U emL_ &&dsunsnsr
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Spot Swordtail - addsumsh 210Hs0

Graphium nowins 1S medium-sized. Has long sword-like tail and a
prominent row of white spots arranged near the apex; hence its
name, Spot Swordtail. Found below 3,000 feet, mostly in deciduous
forest areas, among bushes. Large numbers gather for mud-
puddling. They are more commaon in summer meonths.

Loeally common

75-90 mm

Milizisa tomentosum "
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Common Mime - Gsuapdmigsst

Papitio chtia is a large butterfly. They dwell more commonly
in lower elevations of forests. The basic colour of Mime is
dark-brown or black: it has many yellowish stripes and spots
on the wings. As its name suggests, this butterfly is known
for its mimicking. There are two forms of this butterfly - one
which resembles Blue Tiger species and another mimicking
Crow species.

Not rare, Locally common

90-100 mm

Alseodaphne semicarpifolia
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Common Mormon - aiGsuiiifsne Sipast

Papilia padyresis common and widely distributed. The female comes in three forms, first one resembling the
male (eynus form). Females mimic Commaon Rose (stichius form) and also resembling Crimson Rose
(rmnulus form). Cyrus is rarer than other forms in Tamil Nadu. Female can be easily distinguished by

lomen. A Large numhers of males are found mud - puddling on dampgrounds. Indian Curry
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Commaon Mormon - forms

Cyrus form

Stichius form

Romulus form
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Blue Mormon - &ggifiov 6158016501631

Papilin Jelenus 1S the “State"Butterfly’ of the Indian State of
Maharashtra. Blue Merman is the second largest amongindian
. butterflies, just smaller than the Southern Birciwmﬁ%&

abundantly in Eastern & Western Ghats. The ra€led (o
damp patehes for mud-pucdling, Blue Mormag | Soving
butterfly. )

Common
110-130 mm,
Gilyoosmis arborea
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Red Helen - 6lsustorsnsf’sum

Papilia polymmestor is a large swallowtail butter

in the forests of Tamil Nadu. It is considere@

third largest buttegfly in India. The egg is pale
yellow in colour wien freshly deposited, spheri
shape and has a sligmg roughened exterior wi
ooRks like the skin of an orange when seen througl
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Raven - sluadlena dmmL1Lisam

ndemie o Western Ghats. The A§
ckish-brown tailless swallowtails
similar and are mimics of th

Gﬁm’.ﬂﬂ:fr arborea (Ru avede
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Malabar Banded Swallowtail - Slusadsne 51;;5;—‘ .

Papifio tiomedon is endemic to Western Ghats. Generally
found in the semi-evergreen and evergreen tropical
forests of the Western Ghats where it flies mainly during
the monsoon months. It looks elegant with pale greenish-
yellow band that crosses the wings, which adds to its
beauty.

Rare

90-100 mm

Acronychia lasrifolia ‘
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Lime Butterfly - erpuyif&sma 2110507

molens 1S @ common and
y. The butterfly
Common Lime Butterfly, Ler

ent tail.
a pest of Citrus fruits; it is palatable

Very common
80-100 mm

Aeple marmelos
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Paris Peacock - sm@Bon 0ufsh aipamsin

ound in both Eastern and Western
reen colour and
veen the fore wing
itiful. It loves to
roups. This species is
ainforest and humid deciduous forest.

90-140 mm
Erodia roxhr
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[ common
-100 mm
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Common Rose - grsmf

Pachligpta aristolochiae is a ved - bodied
with black wings, common and wi
in Tamil Nadu.

derived from its ho

It is a climber medicinal plant known for curative
properties for poisonous bites.

Common

80-110 mm

Aristolochia bracteolate
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s hind \

' forests
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Crimson Rose - giiggn

Pachliopta lecror Tesembles Common Rose' in ‘\
physical appearance. Both are found in
jungle and open country. During the dry
season, it can be seen at heights up to 8000

feet (2400 m), but alsc ound at lower
elevations. Cr ) has a st
migrat nature. Thousands were found
dead near Pamban Bridge, Rameswaram in
recent times. It is reported that they migrate
from Rameswaram to Sri Lanka.,

Comman

90-110 mm

Aristaloclia bracteolata
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Southern Birdwing - 6lLnss15a1L0 6651

outterfly in India as well as the ‘State Butterfly’ of the

good heights; flight is slow and leisurely, but covers long

distances. The male | fen yellow colour; black wings with thin white veins and attractive yellow
spots in the hind wing. Tailless. T ales are comparatively larger than the males but duller in colour.
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WHITES & YELLOWS
PIERIDAE

The Pieridae are the largest family of butterflies with approximately 76 genera containing about 1,100 species, mostly from tropical Africa and

tropical Asia with some varieties in the more northern regions of North America. 109 species have been reported in India with 32/33 in Tamil Nadu

Most pierid butterflies are white, yellow, or orange in coloration, often with black spots. The pigments that give the distinet coloring to these
butterflies are derived from waste products in the body and are a characteristic of this family. The name ‘butter-fly’ is in fact derived from the Brimstone
members of pieridae, due to their yellow or butter-like wing colour. The sexes usually differ, often in the pattern or number of the black markings. The
eggs are lall, bottle shaped, ribbed, and colored white to yellow or orange and red. The larvae are smooth and cylindrical, usually covered with hairy
ended tubercles. Pieridae are sun loving insects with males can often be found in large congregations on river banks or on damp patches. Males of

many species exhibit gregarious, mud-puddling behavior when they imbibe salts from moist soils. And the reward is better reproductive success.

The Pieridae are well known for their large-scale migration. Migrating in millions, the Emigrants, Albatrosses and Cabbage Whites can be seen
extensively in Tamil Nadu @ Kerala. Some species are more specific to certain areas, such as Nilgiri Clouded Yellow, Nilgiri Grass Yellow and Painted

Jezebels.
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Ander
most

J‘;r i/

in TN. The
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1. Small Grass Yellow - #my wepssmihd
issmaller compared to other Gre
sonal variations; the hind v s adark
‘orm they
rder. Common, 30-40 mm, Cassia klei

2. Spotless Grass Yellow - yshsif ufsbovn 0ghaanidhd
[ all butterfly of the family Pieridae, which is
s to Australia. Adults fly
ly to the ground and grasslands. Different from other Grass
their wings are low with no spots.
)-4~

ymmon butterfly, which is found only in

vith 800-1200 meter elevations. In ) recorded

cribed by Yata in Nilgris, after which no records for more
years. Rare, locally common, 38-45 mm, Data deficient
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Mottled Emigrant - osusmg 615usTT6msLLIsHT

is a medium sized butterfly that resembles
{ rant. The butterfly gets its name due to the
presence of wings with greenish white and the forewing has a
: al borc 1 a black cell-end spot, which gives this
a 'mottled’ look. They migrate in large numbers along
nmon Emigrants. The host plant of both emigrants is

pecies.

, 50-70 mm

Cassia anriculata

Common Emigrant - 81arsiTemsar 6leusTTemsrTiist

Catof pomona 1S a very common medium si
butterfly found in TN. They are known for their s
migratory viour, The species g
its habit of migration. During these migrations the
males, can be ohserved congregating in lar
on riverbank ‘
drink minerals and salt moisture. Common Emigrants
i erent forms namely f. alcmeone, f.
irtha, f. hilaria, f. pomona and f. catilla.
f Emigrant species requires expertise.
) mm

i raceniosd
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Common Emigrant Different Forms - slansiisnsar 6lsusisnsmwisis

form. Alcmeone form. hilaria
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Nilgiri Clouded Yellow - a3 Gwa wehasmisd

Colias nilagiriensis is a rare and beautiful butterfly, endemic
to Western Ghats. They are found only in grasslands of
hilly areas above 1500 mts. Males have bright yellowish
green wings with thin prominent pink borders, females
look dull.

Common, 45-55 mm

Parochetus comunts
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vings. Fond of
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nge-tip -
Now I ¢ 1and nectar loving
in dry

hér (hIaTé éf D asdT
common in

ars Lips
Common, 40
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open area
sunlight, a
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Dark Wanderer - & mrbLmig

Pareronia ceylanica are attractive and confined to hig
elevations with heavy rainfall areas. The male of dark
wanderer are pale blue in colour with thick black
borders

Common

65-80mm

apparacede)

Common Wanderer - $sv HrGL_nm

loured butterfly,
. The female of common
s Blue Tiger. Common Wanderer is
sionally seen in a special yellow form named
lomela.
Common

=
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Striped Albatross - suif 6lssTensmTILIsHT

Appias kbythea is a medium sized butterfly mostly
found in dry habitats. The fast flying adults
are most active in sunny weather, frequently
visiting flowers and indulging in mud-puddling
or minerals.
jcommon
E0mm
is cleghornii
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Chocolate Albatross - #a&blnL. Slsusisnsmiusit

Appias hnorda is a beautifulbutterfly with yellow, white

and black colours on its Wings. Flight is rapid. They

. * "'ﬁﬁt?éfer group mud-pu i riverine damp patches.
Fliocally common

55-7T0mm

Capparis cleghornti
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Plain Puffin - L1 s

Appras indra is a small pale yellc ' butterfly, seen
during monsoons in moist forests. Rare in south India.
60-70mm

Drypetes oblong

Spot Puffin - ysiarf 1daiflsar

Appias lalage is a small butterfly, which is found in
moist evergreen forests and hilly regions of TN. They
are rare and males are fond of setiling on flowe

Not rare
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Common Albatross - U@L@n 616116TT60) STTILIGAT

Appias albina |s a white coloured Butterfly seen in
deciduous and evergreen forests. Fast fliers, known
to migrate.iMales are seen mud-puddling in very
large groups. It is seen in two uncgmmon female
forms namel W and semi-flav

Commen - -—

60-75mm .
Drypetes oblongifolia

Scanned with CamScanner



1. Lesser Albatross - ws/d@is 0EhFTeL

Appias wardii is a small butterfly found in hilly r
and strong flier, the upper side of the male he
with upper black border marking

sa 1S the mo:
year. It is most active numbers of Common
Gulls are seen mud puddling. The species lives up to 4,000 fee
Common, 40-65mm,

3. Pioneer - om&sd DL 60 1DEHFTNL
small to medium- | butterfly, commonly seen

Stick Butterfly because of its thick ho
the upper side of the wing. Commaon, 4
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Lesser Gull - w&idus 6e1sTTen6TissaT

.

Cepora nadina is found only in evergreen farestsTOnlY -
two gull species found in India - both gulls aceurs - o e
in Tamilnadu. Lesser Gull is seen more during post o S
monsoon and winter seasons;
Locally commen, 55-65mm

Capparis :/{g}mﬁ -y
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Common Jezebel - @é&meaosrast M

Delias en is a medium-size butterfly found in many parts of

South India. It's quite attractive & colorful butterfly. It has a bright
coloration to indicate the fact that it is unpalatable due to toxins
accumulated by the larvae from the host plants. They spend much
of their lives high in the treetops, come down only for nectaring.

Painted Sawtooth - @ &mewepasi suf 2pd

ris sita is a small butterfly. Ti mimic common
ebel butterfly because of their unpalatable due to toxins
mulated by the larvae from the host plants. They can
be differentiated by the presence of orange red spots and a
broader hind wing.
Not rare
90mm

s lenerd
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Psyche - éhmid 66usTemsmmiLissT

Leptosia nina is a small butterfly and they flutter around the bushes
They never settle easily; the name may be derived from its restl
continuous flight. The upper forewing has black spots with white
wings. They sunny weather and are frequent flower visitor

Common, 3t Jmm

Cleome viscose

Scanned with CamScanner



Indian Cabbage White - gpi"_sni_&BHn60 GlsusisnamiLisst

Pieris canidia is common in the hills of South India. Weak
flier around bushes and shrubs. The species gets the
name from cabbage white colour. The butterfly cangdies
distinguished by the white color with small blagk'dots \\
on its wings.

Common

45-60mm

Rorippa dubia
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Brush-footed Butterflies
Nymphalidae

The Nymphalidae are the largest family of butterflies with about 6,000 species distributed throughout the world. There are 521 species In India of which

95 species are found in Tamil Nadu.

These are usually medium-sized to large, robust-bodied butterflies, oceurring in almost every shape and colour. Most species have a reduced pair of
forelegs and many hold their colourful wings flat when resting and are poor in walking. They are also called brush-footed butterflies or four-footed
butterflies, because they are known to stand on only four legs while the other two are curled up: in some species, these forelegs have a brush-like set
of hairs, which gives this family its other common name. Many species are brightly coloured and include popular species such as Rajahs, Admirals and
Fritillaries. However, the under wings are, in contrast, often dull and in some species look remarkably like dead leaves, or are much paler, producing a

cryptic effect that helps the butterflies blend into their surroundings. They are often coloured in bright brown or orange.

Numphalid eggs are dome-shaped, eggs and caterpillars are very similar to White and Yellow Butterflies, generally Green or Brown. The body of the
caterpillar is covered with short bristles and the shiny brown head is comparatively smaller. Pupae are elongate and angular with gold or silver spots.
Adults of most species are strong fliers and love to bask in the sun. Males of species such as Chocolate Pansy engage in territorial fights. Many visit

flowers but Rajahs, Nawabs imbibe tree sap and fluid from dead crabs and animal droppings.

Modern taxonomists have classified the Brown and the Milkweed butterflies as sub-families of the Nymphalidae family. Tigers and Crows are Milkweeds
known for their migratory nature.

65
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Lobed Beak - ¢péh@ susioieoihd

«s is the southern subspecies now called as Lobed
] butterfly having a dark cl \te brown
with orange-red streak on the Upper forewing. Bes
are characterized by having very long beak-like labis
palpi. They are found on relatively hi elevations of the
stern Ghats.
mmon
Omm
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Sep
TN. Closely resembles
differentiated on the wing. Dagg
and darker markings.
_ommon
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other Crows
migration in U.S.
Common
90-100mm

Asclepias curassarica
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Glassy Tiger - assarssoriig (1Ljad

Parantica agka IS & medium sized butterfly flies up to 2100m
height in hills. The dark brown butterfly is marked with
bluish white semi-transparent streaks and dots. This
butterfly is mimicked by Courtesan male and Common
Wanderer female.

Common

70-85mm

Crytpolepis buchanani

Scanned with CamScanner




Nilgiri Tiger - Badfiyad

.
s a hill butterfly found g'

& Weslern Ghats; dark brown
grey white spots. Flies close to
ground and can be spoltted on the forest
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Double-Branded Crow- @@miur sne &b

e . Enploea Sylester is a danaid group butterfly found in TN.
Medium to large sized butterfly flies up to 2000m. They
are dark brown in colour which is similar to Common Crow

LY
but differentiated by two parallel and longer brands on the
. forewing.
- Locally common
95-105 mm
Ichnocarpus frutescens
&
Lo
_---' . " -
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Brown King Crow - wigg®ianiiLissn

Eupisea cwre is a medium to large sized butterfly, flies up to 1500 .
Rarely sighted near forest habitats. The butterfly iSsdifferentiated
from other Crows by having no spots on the under-wing'eet

Common, 85

Holarrbena p
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Common Crow- 6lsussiya? e mLLssr

Enploea wcommon in TN. They are found in all habitats and
seen thi JUt the year. It visits flowers and damp patches and
they migratealong with other butterflies. The colour of the butterfly
is dark velvety brown/ black with white spots and mimicked by
Great Eggfly female.
Locally common

100 mm

shispida
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Malabar Tree Nymph - sussiGassusmad

eautiful black & white butterfly;
. Found in only forest habitats.
er floating in the air; unforgettatile

1ceto) od List assigns Near Threatened
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Common Nawab - s

Polura athamas is & species of fast flying butterfly
found in TN. Common Nawab is now Indian Nawab
(Polyura athamas - Charaxes athamas). Fi
tree canopy in Eastern Ghats & Western G !
sip liquid from tree saps, animal droppings and
carcasses of animals.

Locally ecommon

60-75 mm

Caesalpinia bonduc
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Anomalous Nawab - ayss1ii0e0si Heuaes

Charaxes agraria belongs to the Rajahs and Nawabs group
They are seen in more regularly low forest areas, can
also be seen in plains. They usually bask on tree tops
and they sip liquid from tree saps, animal droppings,
dead creatures like crabs and damp patches.

Not rare

95-100mm

Data deficient
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Blue Nawab - fonmeumss

her 1S a beautiful butterfly species
Ll Asia. It oceurs very r
countable records from TN but more records in
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Tawny Rajah - #aufiy gagon

Charaxes bernardns 1S a strong flier that belongs to the
Rajahs and Nawabs graup and is seen up to an elevation
of 1500m. The colour of this Rajah is tawny with wavy
lines. They can easily found in damp patehes, animal
dung, tree saps and overripe fruits for sipping liquids.
Not rare

85-110mm

Saccopetalum tomentostrm
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Great Evening Brown- 6lusfius Sihd @ mamsh

Melanités ~itenins is 2 species of nymphalid butterfly found
in TN, They are large, and the wings are pointed at the
"9 top. Favars falleReverripe Fmits'.‘

[ Ra
8 80-95mm
Data deficient
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Common Evening Brown - dry and wet season form

. V‘_
\? ‘ \\/- ‘:\3‘\[ ‘\ L r‘e.
- *.vi”, & A a

-

? .-JJ?
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Common Evening Brown - 9ihd & masit

Melanitis ledals a common species of butterfly found
flying at dusk, they are known for its various Dry
Season Forms (DSF). They fly erratically and are
found in settled among dry leaves, with perfect
natural camouflage. They are fond of sipping
liquids from tree saps and ripe fruits.

Common

60-80 mm

Apluda spp
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Dark Evening Brown- 241_i sihd & masdt

Melanitis phedima is a rare brown butterfly
found in hilly forest areas. They are twilight
sagas and usually found resting in leaf
litters. Fond of sipping liquids from tree
saps and ripen fruits. Known to be present
where Bamboos are abundant.

Not rare

60-85mm

Micrastepinm ciliatum
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white bz
Common, 65-75 mm, Bawibues:

2. Common Treebrown - wg L s

are si . Common Tre
of the same size. Common, 70mm, B
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inea butterfly found in South India. Males have
s with small blue patches and mimic Euploea

The common palmfly has a precestal eell in the hindwings and a tuft of
androconial scales on the dorsal diseal eell of the hindwings.
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White-Bar Bushbrown - 5lsusioiGaa( Ly Heooi6oaisos

Mycalesis anaxias 1s found in evergreen forests and they
can be noticed up to a height ef 1800m. They are very
easy to differentiate; white bar is clearly visible in the
forewing.

Not rare(locally common)

48-55mm

Data deficient
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Dark-Brand Bushbrown - a1 i Gan™ (5 s aeiorsssiesr

amiladu. Faore
‘inged, t
tis similar
to Common Bus
and last four in straight line can be differentiated
Common
) mm

a and ol
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R similar to Da
Size. Howeve
[the termen
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Tamil Bushbrown - 168ib yai medorsoarsdt

ais asubspecies of Long-Brand Bushbrown,
Y d in Eastern Ghats and Western ts. It
can be easily differentiated from other Bush browns.
Underwing is brown with thick white bands.
Common
5-55mm
deficient

Palni Bushbrown - uipa? & sstoreaorsdt

dark brown, with white central bands.
Uncommon

45-50 mm

Data deficient
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ripe fruits @

Comman,

2. Red-eye Bushbrown- #6u1’si§ 516007651
Telinga adofphes is endemic to | ( and fo
hilly 1

th bary
-45 mm. Data ¢
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Medus Brown - amepdsuriny #maeit

Orsairiaena medusis a butterfly found in wetlands and forest
fringes of Western Ghats. Weak flight close to ground
The previous commeon name ‘Nigger' has been changed
to Medus Brown.

Locally Common

45-55 mm

Oryza sativa, Imperata spp.
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’
Tamil Catseye - si61) L4, 60)507 6001 6307501

Zipaetis saitiy 1S & nymphalid Bitterfly found in hilly
regions, and bamboo forests of Western Ghats. Endemic
to Western Ghats. The colotof the butterfly is velvet
black with white bands &ne eyespots. Conspicuous
in flight due to the manRings. They have an attractive
fluttering flight.

¢ Locally common

~ 60-65mm
Data deficient

Scanned with CamScanner




1. Common Three-ring - 3 61”1 edr
s found in mos ands of TN. It has
utterfly has small

2. Common Four-ring - & syt s
is found in most of the places,
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1 Striated Fwe -ring - ;_Buna”r.f’ 5 euL L 607
rare butterfly;
nctuary and Anamalai Tiger Res
3 t.*.ﬂlu[a};ll colour with dark long streaks, besides
h broad yellow rings. Uncommon, 3 mm

ible-pupil
pot and fc
Ilnjtthn—l atlc
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1. White Four-ring - 6lsusbr syt 651
b} ) i small butterf
i tern Ghats. Th

lour on the hind

60E UL 65T
ityrinae butterfly found in TN. The
amalai Wildlife Sanctuary.
Rare, 3(

3. Nilgiri Four-ring - uipe? 4 sur’ 1 sbr

‘.

Common, : y MM, Data
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Tawny Coster - 6lasusuhdid maedr

Avraea violae/ terpsicore IS @& Sall butterfly, commonly seen in all areas
of TN throughout the year. An interesting physical feature is that
the er mating develops a hard pouch In abdomen to
prevent furt acts dead when caught byypredators and
release a foul sme asily escape from predators,
. )

Common, 50-65mm
Aporasa lindleyana

100

S
\
|
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fr \ o i
famil Lacewing- #1091 21pd
B
.\
meteri s 2 beautiful butterfly endemic to Western Ghats. It is seen only in moist deciduous,
and semi-evergreen forests, just before monsoons. They resemble Striped Tiger. Like
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‘° ' Nilgiri Fritillary - Boodf 0519 shs0

Argynnis bybrida is rare butterfly locally common in Nilgiri Hills
of TN. These fritillary butterflies were earlier treated as sub-
species to Indian Fritillary (Argynnis hyperbius) and are now
treated e species,

e. Locally common

Palni Fritillary - uef O i sbsusf

Argynnis castetsz is found in the hills beyond Palghat gaps and
es ly in Palni Hills in Tamil Nadu. They are fond of
flowers. Sexually dimorphic (Male & female are different).
Male mimic Common Leopard and the females look similar
to Plain Tiger.

Rare, Locally common

65-85mm
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mm, IHy

ly, it oceurs only in

forest and
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Small Leopard - @1 1p. #FDidhensd

is a small butterfly and found only in dense
ern Ghats. It is fond of flowers and visits damp

mon, 35-50 mm

Common Leopard - #nidbemns

Phat. hatantha 1S & medium
colou A

Facourtia Ma
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Commander - gsnud

Moduzapracrisis a bold and beautiful butterfly;
they fly fast and are seen in deciduous,
semi- evergreen and evergreen forests.
Notable for the unigue shape of caterpillar
and pupa. Comes to flowers and damp
patches.

Common, 60-75 mm  Hedyotis axixense

"
“

\Y
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3. Staff Sergeant - u&

Ir I’

1 pale markings.
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2. Common L - DB A
arta bardonia 1S Wides d in TN. The flig jattern is similar to sailers

An SO elegant.
Comman,
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| Commias g e

£ »

ed butterfly found in e
similar to other sailers but smaller
than a 1on S and markings are different. Upper

hindwing bands are broad and prominent.
Common, 60-70 mm, Bo

2. Yellow Jack Sailer- e7s0@onn s20d aUuGma’ g
Las ja is a rare butterfly found in South India. They feed on

forests ook similar to other sailers but bigger than a
common and markings are different
Not rare, 60-70 mm, Dalbergia spp
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Palni Sullied Sailer - memm @&1Gewar 1.

Neptis nata found in evergreen and deciduous forests. They look
similar to other sailers but smaller than a Common Sailer and
markings are different. Upper forewings twospots below cell
streak outwardly rounded.

Uncommon

45-60 mm

110

Chestnut Streaked Sailer - lsussoram iy eriGsnm i

Neptis jumbah s found very common and occurs in gardens and
forest edges of TN. It is bigger than the Common Sailer and the
upper is black with white markings and bands

Common

60-70 mm

Bombax: Ceiba
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Clipper - @sif'diisi

Parthenos sylvia is a large beautiful green butterfly. There
are 4 sub-species listed for this species infindia with, =~
the one oceurring in South India is called P#rthenos
sylvia virens. The flight olClippers s fast, flappy and
seltles on canopy level.

Rare, 95-130imm o %t
Tinospora cordsfolia

adl
g

Ny T

A
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Va is very interesting
2d with mango leaf.

fiim occidentalis
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Gaudy Baron - uéme meafalmbif

a large dark green butterfly, it
deciduous and semi-evergreen
sof TN. It is an avid mud-puddler.
Locally common
60-70 m

Shorea robusia
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Baronet - 2i&asf @ mndsit
N
Euthalia i 1S a common butterfly seen on the forest
edges. Theu love sunlight and are attracted to tree
sap, ripé"fruilsend damp patches.
Locally common,
60-70 mm
Shorea Robusta >
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Grey Count - 86g meusin’

Tanaecia lepidea 1S a vave butterfly, found in forest regions. This medium sized butterfly is a fast flier and is attracted
to overripe fruit and tree sap. The butterfly is dark brown in colour with grey/white barder, broader in HW and
narrows in fore wing.

Rare, 65-80 mm

Careya arborea
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Redspot Duke - g1

Daphla erelina 1S @ medium to large sized
hutterfly is found in dense forests of TN. They
have rapid flight and rest on tree canopies.
The sub-species laudabilis oecurs in south
India,

21—
Anaeardmm occidentale
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Common Map - susmgiir i
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1. Common Castor- 24060166 F D asi
e ane i of medium size. Th anb in the vicini
» communis). Wing colour is orange
lines.

- Ui Q1065076 &Fd D wsDT

Castor |
butterfly is

Locally commaon,

118
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> colour; velvet black wing and oceurs only in
evergreen jungles. The male is a fast and strong flier.
Not rare, 45-50 mm, Celtis cinnamomea

2. Painted Courtesan - susiorssor Ganiit_rod st

Euripus consimilis is a medium size rare butterfly, it occurs only in
heavy rainfall areas and evergreen forests and keeps to treetops
except when feeding near the ground.

Rare, 60-85mm, Trema erientalis

3. Painted Lady - @i o4ipd

Vanessa cardui 18 widespread in the world. They migrate long distance
- Africa to Europe. They can be seen in all elevations and open
grass lands. The colour of the butterfly is orange with black and
white spots. Common, 55-70 mm, _Artemisia spp
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Indian Red Admiral - #fsusiy i s

Vanessa is a Nymphalid butterfly seen only in higher elevation
forests, shalas and g ands. They love sun-bas hey settle
ongroundwith wings half open. Itresemb Jbutterfly.
Common, 55-65 mm

Boelhmeria spp
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Blue Pansy - fav omfaf

Jurionia aritlya is a small to medium size. Seen in dry @pen
grasslands and forest fringes. Ighas a rapid flight,
flies elose to the ground. The colouof this butterfly is
grilliant blue, black with eyespots.

Commen, 45-60. mm

Justicia procumbens
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Yellow Pansy - wgpasit sudapsit

Junonia hierta IS an active butterfly; flies close
to the ground. They occur open scrub land,
forest fringes and grasslands. The colour of the
butterfly is yellow with brilliant blue spats,
Common

45-60 mm

Hygraphila anriculata

g "
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iphita is#a medium sizé
outterfly; it occurs in Well-woak
~ringes. Highly territorial™it
o butterfludliat comes near.
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Grey Pansy - #mibish sudamgsir

is a medium size butterfly found in
nd evergreen forests. Sailing flight. Often

wers. Creamy grey in colour with dark brown
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Peacock Pansy - wufsh sudmgedt

Junonia almana is 2 medium size beautiful butterfly.
The colour of this is bright beauty is filled with
tawny and large eye spots. They are more near
waterbodies, where host plant Hugrophila
auriculata is abundant. Found in gardens as well
as unto 2100 mts. Common, 60-65mm

Barferia spp ;
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Lemon Pansgy 57505 L04TR0NE i'aﬁn
Junonia lemghitag, 1S one OFSERE commomﬂter’ﬂ!e}%
- ¢

espread “in “gard s, agri-lands | forest

cleauings. It is dark-bEeWn With eye-spots. black and
lefffon spots on the

Common

40-60mm B
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Danaid Eggfly - u&emon &d messt

Hypolimn, ¢ is a medium sized butterfly occurring

in plains ¢ ges of TN. Males are territorial
and ally dimorphic. Female exhibits polymorphism
with majority of them mimicking Plain Tigers. Two more
female forms namely inaria and alcippoides exist but are

Great Eggfly - 6luis 1sgemen &d mHsedr

Hypolimnas is awidespread butterfly; it is seen in both moist

forest areas as well as ns. The male looks similar to Danaid

Eggfly Males but distinguishable by the white ring: h purple
ur, and the female mimics Common Crow Butterfly.
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Blue Oakleaf - fov Gsmon&d masds

Kallima  horsfielde i @ lavrge leaf shaped beautiful
butterfly, seen in evergreen, wooded and moist
deciduous forests. The upperwith brilliant blue is a
visual treat; Highly camouflaged among dru leaves.
Locally common

85-110mm

Cartia callosa /
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Autumn Leaf - sughamion & e

Doleschaliia  bisaltide 1S a la
butterfly, seen

deciduous fore:

tawny colours wi

looks leaf shaped beautiful b
Rare

75-85mm

Eranthemum malabaricim
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BLUES
LYCAENIDAE

vorldwide. These are also called Blues. Blues make up about ! of

species in India and Tamil Nadu has 96 species. A majority of these butterflies h lue upper-sides, and

have other colours. Few species have long tails at their hind wings that also support their flight patterns.

are almost spherical, but flattened at both ends to appear turban shaped. The caterpillars have a flattened shape rather than cylindrical. The
most remarkable fact about the caterpillars of Blues is their association with ants. Certain glands secrete a sugary solution that ants like. In return,
the ants constantly surround the caterpillars and protect them from other predato ae are capable of producing vibrations and lov unds that
are transmitted through the trates they inhabit. They use the ¢ bivorous and few
feed on aphids, y insects and ant larvae. Adult individuals often have hairy antenna-like tails complete with black and white ringed appearance

zing the true head
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Ape fly - @90i@ HHih

is a small butterfly;
face of an ape
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Abrus precatorins
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Angled Sunbeam - A& dadpouss

Curetis acouta | a small be
They have continuous disc it damp
patches, animal droppings:

-t
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Shiva Sunbeam - #subad gousit

Curetis sira @ small rare beautiful butterfly and
occurs in forests. They are endemic to South-
India. They can be easily differentiated by the
small black dots on the wings.

Rare

35-40mm

Ougenia oojeiensis (Tabaceae)
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taur Oak Blue - G

'g butterfly in TN found in tree canopies

nally come down to settle on shrubs and
in Oak tr
I

2. Many Tailed Oak Blue - tssvsumsh dnsunad fhonsdt
Thaduka multicaudata is a medium butterfly; it has many
and even though it was gi ¢ commonly
8 mm,
3. Large Oakblue - §lufus &
Arhopala a is a large Lycaenidae butterfly found in forest. The
bright bri tallic blue marking on its upper side | 3
I ' are laid on th
s attended by red
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1. Kanara Oakblue - @hdus amsuna? Bovsin
jala alea also called as R Oakblue is seen in hilly forest

he unc The male upper wing is

2. Tamil Oak Blue - &151) emsuna? Bensit
bidesis a medium d butterflyw any tails; under
he upper

3. Aberrant Oak Blue - 1fpapd smsuaad Hovsdt

Arbe al i medium 1 butterfly with t short S
dull pury

Not rare, :
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1. Common Acacia Blue - &mGsush Bovsir

Surendra guercetornm 1S a Small sized common butterfly, found in hilly
forests. The unde ng is brown with thin silver markings: and
the upper wing dark b n, purple blue in central area

Locally common, 30 mm, Acaia torta

2. Silver Streak Acacia Blue - 8lsusiisifaGan_ @ & Gsush Hsvsdt
Zinaspa fodara 1S a striRing butterfly with silver lines on under wing,
seen in hilly forests. They always share their space with ants and
they rests in Bamboos, and their food plant is Acacia species.
Rare, 34-38 mm, Awaza pennata

3. Silver Streak Blue - lsusiisifaGaac_ 3 Bsvsir

Iravta timoleon 1S a small brown colour butterfly with irregular silver
streak in wings. Found in woody regions. They love wel patches
and visits flowers, male has one tail and female has two with
reddish brown upper wings. Locally not rare, 40-48 mm, Fius

P
(71 RVA)
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S afflectum size butterfly with smalbtail.
{ leaf-like appearance. They oceu
; fisits wet da?%tches bird and amimal
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Red Spot - #leuis) ysierl favsis

Zesius chrysomalies 1s 8 small blue butterfly, found in Almond
trees in forest fringes. Red spots are very clearly seen on
their wings. Male has two tails and copper red colour in
upperwing, female has 3 tails and powdery blue on its upper
wing.

Locally not rare

- T
on antlariae
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Yamfly - wmb Psmesn

Laxara atymnus is a small beautiful butterfly with
extended tipped white tails which add more to
its beauty. It is found in hilly regions of TN and
its name derived from its host plant Yam. The
colour of yamfly is orange-yellow and reddish
orange with a black border on the upper wing.
Common

36-40 mm

Dioscarea pentaphylia
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Common Onyx - gafhHsein

Horaga omp is a rare and small eharming
butterfly with striking irregular white band
in the under wings. The larval host plant is
wild mango trees. Common onyx adorns the
cover of this book.

Locally common

27-33 mm

Cortarta nepalensis (Coriariacede)
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Monkey Puzzle - @gwig ybi Hovsir

amor | & widespread common butterfly
[ Western Ghats. They lay eggs in Ixora and
leafs, even few lay eggs in red colour
nay have been derived from
| @ ifs zigzag jumping
he predators.
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Common Imperial - Guiggs

Cheritra freja is a small attractive butterfly found in evergreen
and hilly regions. The under wing colour of this butterfly is
pale white/yellow with black margins and upper wing has
brown colour. It has two long tails like a kite.

Locally common

38-42 mm

Cinnamonnim spp
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Peacock Royal - oufsh gaussh

Tauria appus 18 @ small and common attractive butterfly,
found on hilly regions and forest fringes. The upper wing
is brilliant metallic blue and under wing is pale grey white
with black eyes, which is the identity key.

Uncommon

31-45 mm

Dendraphthoe falcate
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Plains Blue Royal - gmssh

Tajuria jehana is & small beautiful butterfly; they can be
seen in plains and hills. They are usually seen around
their food plant, which is a parasitic plant. The Wing
has blue on the upper and pale grey on the under
wing with pale white/brown colour eyes.

Not rare

30-37 mm

Dendrophthoe spp (Loranthaceae)
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1. Tufted White Royal - 6lsustoreonsfm gmissh

Pr. era is an attractive butterfly; seen in hilly r

shinin blue on the upper and greyish blue on under
whi ‘olour e

37 mm, Dends e spp (Lora

2. Broadtail Royal - aysmesuncd piiwsh
isararet ful butterfly. The under wi
eamy brow
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Silver Royal - #sisui grwseh

Ancema blanka sudica is a small, rare and beautiful butterfly
found in hill forests. The wing colour is bright shining
silver on the under and shining blue on the upper.

Rare

37-42mm

Data deficient
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Nilgiri Tit - Bavdf o1

Hypolycaena nmilerica is & very rare attractive butterfly,
endemic to Western Ghats. The upper wing eolour of the
male is reddish brown and the female is dark brown. The
under wing has white and indistinet black spots with two

tails.

Very rare
28-32mm
Data deficient

150
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Zelmsamasa Is a beautiful butterfly with two long fluffy
tailshseen in forests and hills. Wings are bluish white on
the'ipper and white & brown on under.

Not rare

30-37mm

Dendrophthoe spp (Loranthaceae)
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Orchid Tit - spihd i

Chilaria othona is a rare butterfly that can be
found in forests. The underwing is white with
black edged markings and the upper wing is
pale blue with broad black outer margin, with
two tails. Very interestingly Orchid Tit has a
swimming behaviour even without any threats.
Rare

24-27mm

spiphytic orchids
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Guava Blue - 6lmmiisisa BHenedt

Virachola isocrates 18u@ small common butterfly. The upper |
wing brown with dulazange patches and under wing has
white bordered straight@entral bands. The caterpillars of
this species bore into fruitSand they are considered as a
pest to Guava.

Common

34-50 mm

Tamarindus indica
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Large Guava Blue -6l 8lamiswn fovsds

Virachola perse is 2 small blue butterfly found in forest. The
under wing is brown with dark purple bands and the
upperwing is shining blue with broad dark brown outer
edge.

Not rare

48-52mm
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Blue-Edged plane - sifiofnisarid

Bindahara moorei is a small attractive butterfly found in
evergreen jungles and forest edges. They visit specific
flower plants such as Jamaica Cherry. The long fluffy tail
is distinetive. Under wing has g black and yellowish
brown and the upper has glossy

Not rare

36-42 mm

Fruit of Salacia spp
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is a small butterfly. They are found in fo
f TN. The underside is bre yith dark vn di
f with Red f , but the under
d white bands easy to differentiate.

1 small common butterfly
mes from their red flashy brig
Tmm, Oxn

L fov
nall butt
ind seen
is dark/y
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Rapala om .

flowers and damp patches in plains. The under wing is
slate brown \twao black spats at the lower tip.
Common

30-33mm

Ouisqualis indica

157
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Malabar Flash - iauiad 6l aadisass

a 1S a very utterfly. They ocecur
only in moist deciduous forests. The underside is
dark/dull reddish brown with broad brown discal
band
Rare
38-41mm
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Common Tinsel - igshidsh

na majors 18 @ smallband very rare butterfly
found i hilly forestSTORENSThe under wing colc

d.
ot rare locally
3 nm
paniculata
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1. Common Silverline - 6lsus 2L T
vanns 1S @ small, common d

2. Long-Banded Silverline - @snriii emi_ blsusitsrf
i forest sp found in h

)-45 mm
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Common Shot Silverline - oy fiuapiiny Slsusiterldamibif

Spindasis retis 1S & small butterfly found more in the drier and
open areas. The upper wing colour is dark brown with
purple-blue and under wing has Rhaki silver bands without
black edges.

Locally common

27-35mm

Dendrophihoe sp

Scarce Silverline - asma@smm blsusiter daibif

Spindasis elima is a similar to the common shot silverline,
Found in plains, hills and forest habitats, The colour of the
butterfly is Reddish brown with silver stripes.

Not common

28-42 mm

Data deficient
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Plumbeous Silverline - oy1_fifisv blsysien damibif

Spindasis schistacea is a beautiful blue butterfly oceurring in
TN. They are fond of flowers, bird droppings and damp
patches. The upper wing colour is blue.

Not rare

28-37 mm

Data deficient

162
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Common Pierrot - emibysis Bovsdr

Castalius rosimon S 2 very common black
and white beautiful butterfly, found in
plains, scrub lands and forests. They
visit flowers, bird droppings and damp
patches.

Common

24-34mm

Ziyphus jujube
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1. Angled Pierrot - 6l@mnéd Bonsit
C 2 1 small butterfly seen in eve en forest and d
] i | t flower

green

3. Rounded Pierrot - susf @Bovsdr
y i all butte
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Dark Pierrot - &4 i fovsit Black-Spotted Pierrot / Balkan - 1ssb sasdt Bansis

dalle

ly f
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Red Pierrot - #sufisy Bsvsi

Tulicada mysens 18 a small amazing butterfly
with stunning colours. They are abundant in
Kalanchoe plant.

Locally common

30-36 mm

Kalanchoe laciniata
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Zebra Blue - suf'badsng Hovsat

Lepiotes plinins is @ small common butterfly seen
in dry regions and forest edges. The zebra-like
markings gave its name. It is fond of visiting
flowers and seen large numbers in mud-puddling
along with other blue species.
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1. Common Lineblue -surf fsvsin

Prosotas nora is a small butterfly and found in forest regions. They
can be seen in large numbers assembled during mud-puddling and
animal droppings.

Common, 1 mm, Acacia cas

2. Tailless Lineblue - suaaGsbens susf Hovsdt

Prasotas owa 1S a small common butterfly and found in forest
ons. They look very similar mmon line blue but they don't

ings and damp patches,

Common, mm, .

3. Dingy Lineblue - sugaYsvevn aurl® Bovass

regions. They look very similar to tailless line blue but they do
have tail. The under wing white lines are dull and faint; the upper
wing has dull violet blue.

Common, 2 mm
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dark blue in upper and ¢
ving has two pairs of yello

f data

3. Rounded Six Line Blue - sur_i_suipey 6 sud® Bsvsit
Navad, ,neh'lm | in deciduous fores d the for
rounde i

central cre

mm, Data
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Nacadrba be \\.-l small Ln_l[lwflu Thele ue[lne e pairs of lines on
under fi 1g. T IAIH d can be seer :_d:nn]\,-w[hn ‘

_\Lh. s calanria IS 8 very rare &
er Lliue and Hw femse MH have pul

flier. lhcm.ﬂlmu
ale upper is pale shining vmlel Lw ue.
pairs of lir n lm{l't’l‘ fore
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Pointed Lineblue - aa_gnsor sud® Bovsin

Lanodye helicon is a small, rare butterfly can found in thick for-
ests. They have very pointed forewing and the upper wing is
dark violet blue and female has brown.

Rare

9.5

White Tipped Lineblue - fsusior gpg susf Bevsdr

Prosotas noreia is & small common butterfly and found in forest
regions and scrub jungles. It flies fast and is seen with other
lineblues during mud-puddling. The name came from its
forewing tip; it's pointed with white colour.

Rare

22-28mm

Data deficient
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Common Ciliate Blue - 1f#muffi Bovsir Pointed Ciliate Blue - gn_gnsm (e mufi Bavsit

«s is a small rare |1Utlel"flu eeurring in hilly An eni small butterfly c ring in hil
S IN. The hind wing has 3 small tufts and dark They utfumlof mud-puddling and visits flowe 3
spots near the inner edge. The colour is dark purple with (Ilup[mnqs The name comes h:nn the pointed tip in the
thin black borders on the upper and brown with thick g, and the hind wing has 3 small tufts.
white bands on the under wing. Uncommon
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ommon Cerulean - yda Hovsds
‘  is a small common attre

The butte dark iric t blue on the upper
g and the under wing has dark p own
Common, : mm, |

3. Metallic Cerulean - 2 Gsvas yid Bovsds
gions of TN. The upper wi

blue and under wing colour is
Locally common,
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Forget-Me-Not - LimiiLy Hevsdt

irysaps strabo 1S 2 common butterfly found in plains and
forest edges. The colour of this butterfly is pale blue with
thin black line borders in the upper and is dull brown with
vhite edge and white s

The upper colour is dark violet blue
ower tip and under wing are yellow

mmon

Scanned with CamScanner

s family. They visit flowers and damp

h two black spots at
h, orange black spots




1. Pale Grass Blue - uigpiiy 1jsb Hovsis
Psendozizecria maka 1S a largest of all grass blues
and the colour of upper wing is silvery blue with
broad dark border and under wing with rounded
black spots.

Common, 26-30 mm, Oxalis corniculata

2. Tiny Grass Blue - #my b Bonsit

Zizwla Iylax is the smallest grass blue. They keep
on dancing while nectaring and resting; They
are very attractive with dull vialet blue colour on
the upper wing.

Common, 16-24 nm. Hygrophila anriculata

3. Dark Grass Blue - oy 1job fhonsds
Ziseeria karsandra 1S 2 small butterfly with more

dark brown colour an the under and upper with
dark blue and dark brown on under wings.
Common. 18-24 yam., _Amaranthus spinosus

4. Lesser Grass Blue - 1ysd Bovsi

Zizina otis |lays eggs inside flower buds and they
can found in plains, scrubs, and grasslands. The
colour of the under wing is dark brown.
Common, 19-26 mm, Lathyrus sp
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Small Grass Jewel - #my pdher Bovsit

Freyerra putliis one of the smallest butterflies in India. They are found
in grasslands, open country and dry habitats of TN. They have 4 or
5 small metallic jewel spots present on the edge of wing.

Locally common

12-18 mm

Goniagyna hirta
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Grass Jewel - géhsar fHonsi

Fieyeria trochylus is @ small beautiful butterfly found in TN,
They are found in grasslands and hills of TN. They have
3 or 4 smaller metallic jewel spots present on the edge
of the wing.

Locally common

20-22mm

Guniogyna hirta

178
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Dull Babul Blue - ts1gsb fonsdr (- 1::_'d.h’ji.~' Hranims)

Babul Blue is a tiny tai se beautiful butterfly. They are

| lands. Their
1l. They lay
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Indian Cupid - @h s @i

Erere arnns 1S @ small beautiful butterfly,
found in both plains and forests. The wing
is white with black and grey markings and
two bright orange-crowned black on the
edge of the wing.

Not rare

22-28mm

Desmodium spp
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1. Plains Cupid - pr @ @oif
( : dara i mall butterfly, found in plains and jungle
ue in colour [ under

esl

3. Lime Blue - sisujif&ema moc @ Bavedr
is a small blue butterfly, seen more in open and ¢
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Quaker - @oundbmi

Neapithecops zalmora 1S a tiny butterfly found in
evergreen forests. It is very attractive while
flying: the colour of this butterfly is dark brown
with white patches and dark black spot on
underside hind wing.

Ghosmis pentaphylla
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Malayan - 1060a0 11657

3 a small beautiful blue butterfly:
to the ground on fo es. They
love mud-puddling and sip liquid from bird and
animal droppings.
Not rare
19-30mm

Alloplyllus cobbe
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s a pest on gram erops. They are fond o
nd love sun-basking.
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Straight Plum Judy - 1fsmib speig.

Abisara echerins is a small, striking Riodinae
butterfly found in forests and gardens;
the colour is reddish brown with green
eyesontheunder, and theupperispurple
brown. They are found abundantly in
jungles, where the host plant Maesa
Indica is available. Central band on the
under fore wing is straight

Common

40-50mm

Embelia robusta

186

Suffused Double-Banded Judy -

@\ UL ggo

Abisara  bifasciata 1S a  small, striking
Riodinae butterfly. The common name
‘metalmarks™ refers to the small
metallic-looking spots commonly found
on their wings. The wing is purple brown
in male and brown in female. Only 2
species are found in Tamil Nadu.
Common

40-50mm

Embelia robusta
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SKIPPERS ) ys . 0

HESPERIIDAE : Sl o

The Skippers are small, dark brown in colour and generally spotted with white or yellow, or orange and green, the markings very often
being semi-transparent. Skippers earned their common name from the characteristic way they dart from flower to flower, in quick, rapid
flight. They were previously placed in a separate super family, Hesperioidea; however, the most recent taxonomy places the family in the
super family Papilionoidea. Skippers are a large, primitive group.

All the six legs are perfect and the antenma tip modified into a narrow hook like projection. They frequently lack butterfly style clubs on
the antennae. Skippers can be recognized by their large head, stout bodies, and short triangular shaped forewings. Eggs are dome shaped
and are laid singly or in small batches. The caterpillars are cylindrical in shape, narrow at the neck and tail and have a flat belly. They roll
leaves or bind grass stems with silk to live concealed within them. In some species pupa is covered with white powder, possibly to repel
moisture. They feed on seeds with 1 or 2 embryonic leafs, grasses, palms, ginger and bamboos. Most caterpillars feed at night. Pupation
may take place in new or old cell. This group has more spectacular species such as pale Green Awlet, Orange Awlet, Awlking and other

species. They are forest insects and some maybe found on open plains especially in grassy meadows.

Worldwide, more than 3500 species of skippers are recognized with the greatest diversity in the Neo-tropical regions of Central and
South America. Majority of the 300 skippers found in India are located in the hills of North-east India. Tamilnadu has an estimated number
of 80 species.

187
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1. Orange Striped Awlet - 945656 HIDGHGICN

Burara jaina is an orange coloured butterfly, the southern sub
species is fergusonii,. The colour of the upper wing is pale brown
and orange stripes under wing.

Locally not rare, 40-50 mm, Hiptage benghalensis

2. Orange Tail Awl - a4psha suiled HIDHHIOT

Brbasis sena is a most attractive butterfly with yellowish orange legs,
strong flight, nocturnal in nature. The orange colour is visible in
the hind wing tail.

Not common, 42-50 wm, Combretum latifolium

3. Pale Geen Awlet - u&Fsma BIDGHGTOT

Burara gomata 1s a rare butterfly found only in the thick rain forests
of Western Ghats. Abdomen has dark yellowish bands and white
streaks at the base through cell on under wing

Rare, 50-65 mm, Heptapluron rensiosum
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1. Common Banded Awl - ut sor. prwdsnn?
Hasora chromus is @ very common Awl. They feed nectar in small
flowers especially Pungamia sp. The white band is very thin on the
under hind wing.

Common, 45-50 mm, Récnus commnnis

2. White Banded Awl - 6Ysussor L’ ewe_ HIOGHIHD

Hasara taminatus 1S & forest butterfly and has a fast flight, like other
Awls. The white band is thicker on hind wings and basal are dull
indigo colour is present.

Not rare, 45-55 mm, Derris scandens

3. Common Awl - painsHsaad

Hasora badra is a uncommon Awl. They feed on nectar of small
flowers especially Pungamia sp. The colour is bluish white spot in
the under hind wing cell.

Uncommon, 45-50 mm, Ricnuy communis
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1. Plain Banded Aw

far

Tamilr

only in jung
nd bird dropping
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1. Malabar Spotted Flat - wsvuni @emonblwn_ip
Celae uns ambareesa 1S commonly found in moist deciduous &
en forests. The upper hind win ith more spots are

55 mm. Carria callosa

2. Tamil / Dusky Spotted Flat - s51) Esmsvoliwsm_ip

Celaenorrhinus  ruficornds 1S @ very common butterfly species and
/ing has separated

semi-transparent.

Locally common,

nmon Spotted Flat - fsussarysimerw & emenbliwim g

rhinus lewcocera iS a8 common butterfly rest under leafs, they
found in the river sireams and forest fringes. The upper wing has
semi-transparent joined together.
Common, 45-55 mm, Asystasia
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1. Indian Skipper - @hdus 1job FHrad

Spiadia gatha is a very common butterfly, they visits small flowers for
nectar especially Tridax Species and other small flowers. Black
and white palterns are present in the wing.

Common, 20-27 mm, Hibiscus sp

2. African Marbled Skipper - ajbddoHna?

Gomalia elmals a small butterfly, resembling Indian Grizzled Skipper
but can be easily differentiated on the basis of upper wing. White
spot at the cell base with narrow dark central bands across the
wing. Uncommon, 25-30 mm, Abutifon indicum

3. Fulvous Pied Flat - #my uapiiy Eemevelun i

Psendocoladenia dan is a common butterfly is found in forest habitats,
fond of visiting flowers and bird droppings. Upper wing has dark
brown, overlaid with rufous scales and large central spots not
conjoined. Common, 40-46 mm, Achyranthes aspera
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1. Angled Flat - Gansaorsuig sy Gemonblim g
I is ra f
don Dalb
spots

gular

2. Water Snow F

(r7

The upper hind
spots. Not rare -44 mm, Dis

3. Tricolour Pied Flat - pipoyisoorssos
Cole is a common but

sembles Fulvous Pied Flat. The

nd white in female ; dark upper
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Bemsvolusm’ iy
5 a very rare Iluilwa llu 3 semi-transparent white
f them lLi je. Y reast and broad white

;nefM"i drier habitats, and
riln ing basking. Forewing
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1. Common Small Flat - #151s Gsman6hwsm_ip
Sarangesa d. ra 1S a small butterfly found in forest a
nd of bird dropp AN ers. 2 cell
| or joined, outwardly concave. 3 spots in straight line.
Common, 26-35 mm, Asyasia s

2. Common Snow Flat - 6lsustorus? & smev6lusn_ig
Tagi. 3 wo central

3. Suffused Snow Flat - 616 &) 6mav bl g
Tagiades gana is & brown coloured butterfl )
on tall shrubs and trees at the forest edg

Not rare, 4
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F ! 1. Spotted Angle - Y GammsmTHSHT6T
1 L : el brow

Caprona agama 1S a beautiful brown butterfly with white spots

bird droppings and fond of Sun. Another form mettasuta is very commonly

seen in Tamilnadu

Rare, 30-50 mm, Data deficient

2, Chestnul Angle Ul sm Gansmidbsad
Odonty
Fone |Iwg!'.l..h-_‘ upperof the wing
Not rare, 40-45 mm, Ceba st

3

3. Golden Angle - &mia Bamnsmrdanand
rfly foune

Odonthopitlum ransonnets 1S a medium sized butte

jungle forests. This is an uncommon species. Their tw
seen throughout TN. Dry season form has paler: \
markings, and Wet
semi-transpare

Not rare, 35-45mm, Hebicteres esora
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a 1S a beautiful butterfly. visits damp patches, bird droppings

o different forms are

orm has tawny golden yellow wings



‘I Tamil Grass Dart - 151 1jsb @ysiver!
is asmall ski |;|arH found in |\|H—‘H grassland of

ose to the

AI.J—‘_a-_’rmn. Jata deficient
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1. Smaller/Indian Dartlet - _afc 60
s is a small skipper confined to he

. endemic to Western Ghats
markings. Under hind v
1l bands not distinet.

3. Yellow Stripped Hedge Hopper - ipgpasiT &6min &Hnhid
3 hditus 1S a small distir ) een in ever
\tiate

Jmm
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3. Plain Palm Dart - Lismssidaysisti
a small forest habitat lmtlvl fly. Visit flowers and
The yellow or
markir ith black spots on under wing .{mi upper looks similar
to dark palm dart
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1. Oviental Straight Swift - ussign Gsuambessier’
Yarnara bada is a small brown butterfly. The white dots in the
and short antennae make it easy to identify
small, it ., often one or twe
Common,

2. Rice Swift - syP'd Gsumdassnsrf
B imnara Occurs in grasslands, serubs, deciduous and semi
g ore ing colour is yb 1 with white spots.

. Aundro

3. Bevan's Swift - Gusunsir ©s
Bori i is a small butterfly ly distributed in plains and hills,

golden brown wings broader than ift. Hind wing outer
edge is rounded.

ommon, 36 mm,
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1. Conjoined Swift -
' are confined to moist fo d hills; strong flier,
te spots

rare, 2mm, Oryga

2. Large Branded Swift - 62y 11’ smr
i e 1S pper ined

3. Small Branded Swift - #my suiweh aysneil’
/ hias 1S 2 common butterfly found in plains to hills,
ind nectaring flowers. Five
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Paintbrush swift - suiisoor aynfsma asensl

Baoris farri is @ skipper prefers moist ever green forests. The
under wing has pale silky brown and upper wing and the
name derived from black paintbrush-like tuft of conial
scales on upper hindw
Not rare

48 mm
Data deficient

A1 Gouamdhd)siarf

Polytremis lubricans 1S a forest butterfly, often seen in forest
clearings; the colour of the butterfl olden brown. Two
cell spots on upper fore wing is almost merged, transparent
pale yellowish spots in the central area.
Not common

2mm
Imiperata spp
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1. Blank Swift - 6lsumim
Caltori mara 1S & common butterfly, prefers moist forested hills

has no cel d i Tk
Common, 4 6 MM, Grasses

2. Kanara Swift - mssign Gsumdayssrl
; butterfly, the wing colour is er
| bluish white
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1. Vindhyan Bob - afphduwssir Gsumadmrad

Arnetta vindbiana is a rare butterfly, endemic to Western Ghals. The
preferred habitat is wetlands. Fond of visiting flowers, damp
patches and bird droppings. The upper wing has dark brown with
yellowish brown edge. Not rare, 25-32 mm, Data deficient

2. Indian Palm Bob - h 8w Gsuadbsial

Suastus gremins 1S & common butterfly found in lower elevation. Fond
of visiting flowers, damp patches and bird droppings. Grey brown
with semi-transparent white spots in fore wing.

Common, 32-45 mm, Carysta urens

3. Small Palm Bob - #19uws Gsusdsied

Swastns minntus gets its name from its fast dipping flight. The
south-Indian subspecies bipunctus has two spots in the lower
central area. Under wing has a dark brown fainted marking with
dull small black cell spots. Not uncommon, 30-32mm, Paims
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1. Tree Flitter - sufisoor aynfsnd &Jeiert
Hyarotis adrastns is a rare butterfly confined to hills a
ood plant, the palm, grc

common, . 8mm, Pk

2. Golden Tree Flitter - @& woiferic L
Onedara basiflara is a rare skipper endemic to south India confined to
ing under base llo th dark

common,

3. Maculate Lancer - wréb@GoL Govsire

Saluaoeemia sala 1S a rare skipper, confined to forested hills and
Endemic to Western Ghats. The wing has pale yellowish brown
with purple wash, black s

Rare 48 mm, Cadamus s
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Giant Red Eye - 61Uy #sursny sstar

Gangara thyrsis1s a largest skipper with red eyes, known as coconut
sRipper. Found mostly around palm trees. They lay eggs on
Coconut and Date leaves.

Not rare

70-7T6mm

Calanus rotang

1 Red Eye - Glgmimsoor

medium sized red
, found in bamboo
Active during early

and late evening.
immon, 40-55mm

Banibusa arundinacea

Rounded Palm Redeye/Banana Skipper - sumenip 6l himemor

Erionota torusis & medium sized red eyed butterfly found in higher
elevation, banana plantations and hills.
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1. Madras Ace - 6lor_gnan) 67si

Thoressa Fonorei is @ rare butterfly, endemic to Western Ghats; found
in thick rainy forests. The wing has yellow with central apical
spots. Not common, 30-38 mm, Bambos

2. Philippine Swift - 1fa91smusitsiy Goudmd aseiiar

Caltoris philippina is a small butterfly, prefers evergreen forests,
dense bamboo forest. The caterpillars feed on bamboo spp. and
live in folded leaf shelters. Wings elongated, outer edge of fore
wing is slightly curved and under fore wing with two spots near
inner edge. Notrare, 43-44 mm, Bamboo

3. Obscure/Dark/Little Branded Swift - a4 i Goumdbdssiaf
Pelapidas agna 1S & sRipper butterfly: the colour is olive brown with
very smaller white spots. An imaginary straight line through two
cell spots touches lower end brand in male and female has 4
diffused spots on upper.
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2. Dingy Serub-Hopper - 6@ a6min i
1 / ‘ smallest dark brown butterfly; it is restric
1sslands and hills
22-28 mm, Data deficient

3. Pygmy Serub Hopper - (f'615 @asmiw snmsd
A g is the smal ipper found in Tamil Nadu; it

rest
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n / Dusty Partwing - amid Lgpliny st
mall common butterfly, abundant in the '‘green
g and afte )
Common, 36-46 mm,

3. Grass Demon - 1y graf

e butterfly.

Scanned with CamScanner



Common Banded Demon - ul_enr_ Restricted Demon - &y Gaad

] s a common skipper, found in maist,
& evergreen forests; visits damp patches and flowers.
Loca on Common
40 mn 38-50 mm

Costus speciosus
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1. Indian Ace - RLisor arei
Hal i

higher altitude

bird droppin

Common, 3 mm, Bamboo

2. Moore’s Ace - gpii 67670

j}l’fJF':"'|l|J ;_f /4
found only in
central s

en in both lower and

f damp patches and

'y fast, confined only
is dark brown with
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1. Southern Spotted Ace - Ui _so_uFsbevn arsid

a8 a small skipper confined to wet
of South India. Endemic to rn Ghats, swift
animal dung. Dark brc i reenish yellow
spots are conjoined. Not rare, 39 mmm, Data deficier

2. Sitala Ace - #aa 0000 aroid

Thoressa sitala S nall butterfly, Endemic to

in moist gre ol > upper has
on cell, w k brow ur and the under
and reddish with semi-transparent white spots.
Rare, 37 mm, Data deficient

TH6LIG0016001 6J61)
hutterfly, endemic to V erm ats; the
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of Potanthus in India. Their species-ley
1 structures of the m

such as
about the

f nfucius), F
alni Dart (Potanthus palnia).
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BUTTERFLY CONSERVATION

A core value of most butterfly enthusiasts is the desire for butterflies, continue to fly

Butterflies conjure up images of colour, warmth and nature teaming up with activi ey are not just beautiful insects, but excellent indicators

of a good environment and indic S eir fragile nature makes them quick to react to environmental changes. y are threatened by

unprecedented environmental changes, habitat destruction in massive scale to the needy human and unpredictable pattern of climate and weather due
that butterfly bring in are enarmo 12 eco-system va
chain to the prey of bird, and other ins rous anime

d they ha

The foremost thing of conservation is creating awareness to the young kids and common public.
Watch butterflies regularly and get involved with local and state butterflu

start your own small butte in your home

Learn more about butterfly Host plants and Nectar plants.

Educate farmers to use of more native trees and non-use of pesticides

Participate in butterfly w su and support Forest Department Activities.

When we see more wings on the air, it is an indication that our environment has good ecc

Butterflies are the excellent indicators a Healthy Environment & healthy Eco-systems.

Let them fly!
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TN BUTTERFLY HOTSPOTS

Krishnagiri
ikkanal
Chinnar Wildlife Sanctuary, Tiruppur
Connor, Nilgiris

d Mundanthurai Tiger Reserve, Tirunelveli
Coimbatore

agiri Hills, Dharmapuri

idumalai Tiger Reserve, Nilgiris

srivilliputtur Squirrel Wildlife Sanctuary, Tirunelveli
7. Tirupuli Vanam, Kanchipuram
3. Tropical But
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BUTTERFLIES OF TAMILNADU CHECK LIST

S.NO COMMON NAME

10
n
12
E]
14
15
16
17
18

=

oI I N Y I N
W

NN
oG

Papilionidae

Southern Blue bottle
Common lay

Tailed Jay

Spot Swordtail

Five bar swordtail
Caommon Mime

Common Maormon
Malabar raven

Red Helen

Blue Mormaon

Malabar Banded Swallowtail
Lime butterfly

Paris Peacock

Common Banded Peacock
Malabar Banded Peacock
Common Rose

Malabar Rose

Crimson Rose

Southern Birdwing

Pieridae

One Spot Grass Yellow
Three Spot Grass Yellow
Small Grass Yellow
Common Grass Yellow
Spotless Grass Yellow
Common/Lemon Emigrant
Maottled Emigrant

Nigiri Clouded Yellow
Small Salmon Arab
Crimson Tip

Small Orange Tip

Plain Orange Tip

Large Salmon Arab
White Orar )
Yellow Qrange Tip
Greal Orange Tip
Dark Wanderer
Common Wanderer

Page No

40

42
43

46
46
47
46
a7
49
48
50

38
39
40
M4

42
43
44
45
46
47
48
49
50
51

52

68

Striped Albatross
Chocolate Albatross
Plain Puffin
Common Albatross
Spot Puffin

Lesser Albatross
Indian Cabbage White
Comman Gull
Lesser Gull

Painted Sawtoaoth
Painted Jezebel
Comman Jezebel
Psyche

Pioneer

Nilgiri Grass Yellow

Nymphalidae

Southern Beak

Club Beak

Blue Tiger

Dark Blue Tiger
lain Tiger

Striped Ti

Double Branded Crow
Brown King Crow
Commaon Crow
Malabar Tree Nymph
Common Nawab
Anamalous Nawab
Blue Nawab

Tawny Rajah
HETREED

Southern Duffer

Palm king

Common Evening Brown
Dark Evening Brown
Great Evening Brown
Travencore Evening B
Bamboo Tree Brown
Common Tree Brown

86

a7
88
89
90
9
92
93
94
95
96
a7
98
99
100
101
102
103
104
105
106
107
108
109
110
m
112
13
14
115
116
17
118
119

Tamil Tree Brown
Southern Palmfly
White Bar Bush Brown
n
Dark-Brand Bush Brown
Long Brand Bush Brown
paini Bush Brown

Tamil Bush Brown

Red Eye Bush Brown
Red Disk Bush Brown
Glad Eye Bush Brown
Nigger/Medaus Brown
Tar
Common Three Ring
Small Jewel Five Ring
Comman Five Ring
White Four Ring

Nilgiri Four Ring
Common Four Ring
Southern Baby Five Ring
Striated Five Ring

Palni Four Ring

Tawny Coster

Tamil Lacewing

Nilgiri Fritillary

Palani Fritilary

Common Bush Brow

nil Catseye

Cruiser

Tamil yeoman
Rustic

Small Leopard
Common Leopard
Commander
Common Ser
Blackvein Sergeant
Staff Serg
Colour Sergeant
Common Lascar

Extra Lascar

Yellowjack Saller
Chestnut Streaked Sailer
Common Sailer

all Long Brand Bush Brown

120
121

122
123
124
125
126
127
128
129
130
131

132
133
134
135
136
137
138
139
140
141

142
143
144
145
146
147

148
149
150
151

152
153
154
155
156
157
158
159
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Clear Sailer

Palni Sullied Sailer
Short Banded Sailer
Clipper

Common Baron
Gaudy Baron
Baronet

Grey Count

Redspot Duke
Comman Map
Angled Castor
Comman Castor
Joker

Black Prince
Painted Cour
Indian Red Admiral
Painted Lacly

Blue Admiral

Blue Pansy

Yellow Pansy
Chocolate Pansy
Grey Pansy

Peacock Pansy 126
Lemon Pansy 127
Great Egafly 128
Danaid Eggfly 128
Blue Oakleaf 129
Autumn leaf 130
Lycaenidae

Apefly 132
Indian Sunbeam 133
Angled Sunbeam 134
Shiva Sunbeam 135
Western Centaur Oak Blue 136
Large Oak Blue 137
Tamil Oak Blue 137
kanara Oak Blue 136
Aberrant Oak Blue 137
Many Tailed Oak Blue 136
Common Acacia Blue 138

Silver Streaked Acacia Blue 138




(= RS N - U

= = = =~
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Red Spot

Leaf Blue

Silver Streak Blue
Yamfly

Common Onyx
Monkey Puzzle
Common Imperial
White Tufted Royal
Broadtail Royal
Banded Royal
Plains Blue Royal
Peacock Royal
Spotted Royal
Branded Royal
Silver Royal

Nilgiri Tit

Fluffy Tit

Qrchid Tit
Common Guava Blue
Large Guava Blue
Cornelian

Blue edged plane
Indian Red Flash
Slate Flash

Indigo Flash

Malabar Flash
Common Tinsel

Long Banded Silver Line
Common Silver Line
Plumbeous Silver Line
Common Shot Silver Line
Scarce Silver Line
Abnormal Silver Line
Common Ciliate Blue
Pointed Ciliate Blue
Angled Pierrot
Banded Blue Pierrot
Common Pierrot

Zebra Blue

Dingy Line Blue

Large Four Line Blue
Pale Four Line blue

140
139
138
141
142
143
144

147
148
146

145

Rounded Six Line Blue
Transparent Six Line Blue
Opaque Six Line Blue
Dark Ceylon Six Line Blue
Common Line Blue
Taillless Line Blue

White Tipped Line Blue
Pointed Line Blue

Dark Cerulean

Common Cerulean
Metallic Cerulean
Forget-Me-Not

Pea Blue
Striped/Rounded Pierrot
Dark Pierrot
Pointed/Indian
Balkan Pierrot
Dark Grass Blue
Pale Grass Blue

Pierrat

vel

Grass ]
Small Grass Jewel
Lesser Grass Blue
Tiny Grass Blue
Bright Bulbul Blue
African Bulbul Blue
Dull Bulbul Blue
ndian Cupid

Red Pierrot

Quaker

Malayan/Tailess Malayan
Gram Blue

Common Hedge Blue
White Hedge Blue

Plain Hedge Blue
Whitedisk Hedge Blue
Hampson/Lilac Hedge Blue
Plains Cupid

Small Cupid

Lime Blue

Plum Judy

Double Banded Judy

243
247

245
246

(SRS
gt ;O ¢
W=

J N

264

267
268
269
270
27

272
273
274
275
276
277
278
279
280
281

282
283

Hesperidae
Pale Geen Awlet
QOrange Awlet
Orange Tail Ay
Common Banded Awl
White banded Awl
Common Awl
Plain banded Awl
Brown Awl
Indian Awlking
Tamil Spotted Flat
Malabar Spotted Flat
Common Spotted Flat
' tted Flat

er
African Marbled Skipper
Angled flat

Common Small Flat
Spotted Small Flat
Fulvous Pied Flat
Tricolour Pied Flat
Common Yellow Breasted Flat
Suffused Snow Flat
Common Snow Flat
Water Snow Flat
Chestnut Angle

Spotted Angle

Golden Angle

Alida Angle

Tamil Grass Dart
Common Grass Dart
Smaller /Indian Dartlet
Tamil Dartlet

Dark Palm Dart

Pale Palm Dart

Plain Palm Dart
Parnara/Straight Swift
Rice Swift

Bevan's Swift

Small Branded Swift
obscue/Little
Conjoined Swift

188
188
188
189
189
189
190
190
190
19
191
M

192
192
193
195
194
192
193
194
195
195
193
196
196
196
194

197
198
198
199
199
199

200

200

200
201

k Branded Swift

201

284
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Large Branded Swift
Contiguous Swift
Paintbrush Swift
Blank Swift
Kanara Swift
Phililline Swift
Vindhyan Bob
Indian Palm Bob
Small Palm Bob
Wax Dart

Tree Flitter

Golden Tree Flitter
Maculate Lancer
Giant Red Eye
Rounded Palm Eye /Banana Skipper
Common Red Eye :

Yellow Stripped Hedge Hopper
Hampson’ s Hedge Hopper
Chestnut Bob

Coon/Dusty Partwing
Restricted Demon

Common Banded Demon
Grass Demon

Bush Hopper

Dingy Serub hopper

Pygmy Serub Hopper

Forest Hopper
Coorg Forest Hopper

South Indian Ace n
Moores Ace m
Madras Ace 207
Bicolour Ace 2112
Southern Spotted Ace 212
Sitala Ace 212
Evershed's Ace n
Pallid Dart PAK
Pseudomaesa/ Indian Dart 213
Confucian/ Chinese Dart 2113
Pava Dart PAR]
Palni dart 213
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38, 99-2,106-2,161-1,162-1,16-3, 78,169-3. 170-1, 171-2, 185-
2,191,194-3,

27,119-3, 16241

-5 37, 46-3,104-2,119-1,2, 120, 134, 138-3 143, 160-3,179-3,
180-3.181-1.184-3.187. 189-1.190. 195-2, 199, 211-3. 2132
79,105, 112, 113,116, 130-1

51-1,

1851
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35,186-1, 2

59-1.120

49-2

33 131-2, 115, 129-2, 139, 185-4 197-3 198-3

34, 53-3,54-2 61-2, 98-2,102-2, 108, 137-2, 146, 152-1, 169-1
19-2, 28, 54-2 59-3

99-3

148-2, 149, 2071

57-2,170-3

58 55

19-4 @6, 59-2, 132-2, 156-1, 161-2,

207-2
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Useful Links:
TAMILNADU

http://forests.tn.nic.in/

www.aeonct.arg
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/List_of_butterflies_of_Tamilnadu
INDIA

www.ifoundbutterflies.org/

www flutters.org

GLOBE:
http://www.learnaboutbutterflies.com/Species%20index.html
http://www.nhm.ac.uk/our-science/data/butmoth/
http://en.butterflycorner.net/

http://butterfly-conservation.org/679/a-z-of-butterflies.html
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